
 

Mini-unit/Lesson Plan(s)_Part A  

Lesson Plan Title:  Comprehension Lesson 

Concept / Topic To Teach:  Comprehension Monitoring Strategies/BDAs   

Comprehension is when connections are made between new concepts or 
ideas to previously learned information.  Being able to decode words and 
read fluently is of no value unless students truly understand the meaning of 
key words within text.  How actively engaged a student becomes involved 
in the reading and how much he/she retains is a more valid means of 
measuring comprehension.  The ability to draw on past experience is 
crucial when accessing new and unfamiliar material.  Thus, providing 
background information or accessing prior knowledge is critical for 
comprehending.  

Standards Addressed: LA -1.1.10.2, LA - 1.1.10.3 

                                     LA - 1.1.3.8,  LA - 1.1.6.7  

General Goal(s):  Introduce, model, and evaluate Before, During, and After 
Reading Strategies to monitor comprehension and increase active 
involvement between students and text. 

Specific Objectives: 

1. Students will access prior knowledge/provide background 
information 

2. Students will highlight important terms/vocabulary 
3. Students will display active involvement with text 
4. Students will apply comprehension monitoring strategies 

Anticipatory Set (Lead-In): 

Activating Prior Knowledge 

  

Pre-reading/To establish purpose, activate background, sustain 

motivation, and provide direction.  

 

Focus Event/Introduction 

Letõs eat!  One thing all people have in common is eating.  

However, people from different cultures around the world 

have very different styles of eating.  Europeans and people 

from North and South America share the custom of using metal 

utensils (forks, spoons, knives) when eating.  In India and 

Ethiopia, people often eat with their hands.  They use soft, flat 

bread for picking up more slippery items of food.  In eastern 

Asia, people use chopsticks and their main food is rice.   

 

      



Step-By-Step Procedures:    

Do Now/Think Pair Share Strategies for Activating and 

Developing Prior Knowledge 

1. Teacher:  Class I want to introduce you to a strategy that 

will assist you in the comprehension of themes/concepts 

that will be explored in our unit dealing with cultur al 

differences and stereotypes.  This strategy, called a Do 

Now , encourages writing to learn. 

  

Directions:  

A) Teacher generates topic for consideration 

B) Supplies/paper, pen or pencil 

C) Quickly write down thoughts or ideas related to topic  

D) Disregard spelling, punctuation, or grammar rules 

 

Todayõs topic: I want you to search your memory for an 

experience, either positive or negative, in which you felt 

different from the people around you.   

 

 

 

 

 

2. When adequate time is given for the Do Now , allow  

students to pair and share experiences. 

3. After partner shares, encourage whole class discussion 

through student volunteer or teacher share. 

Lesson 2/Creating Story Impressions 

Story Chain 

1. Review/refer back to yesterdays lesson-Do Now  

2. Today we are going to make predictions about the  story  

òThe All American Slurpó using a strategy called story 

 chaining. 

3. Using an overhead/transparency display story chain clues.  

4. Read clues aloud together and explain how arrows link one 

clue to another in a logical order. 

5. Your job is to writ e your own version of the story using the 

clues and, after reading, compare what you wrote with the 

actual story. 

6. Demonstrate how to write a story prediction by 

brainstorming story ideas and creating a class-composed 

version linking all of the clues. 

 

Examplesé 

New School/Grade/Class  Academic Struggle 

Remarriage/Step Family  Age/Gender  

Extracurricular Activity  Peer Pressure 

 



 

           

          Story Chain               Story Guess 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emigrated 

  

Neighbors 

  

Dinner party 

  

Raw celery 

  

Zip 

  

Mortified  

  

Etiquette 

  

Americanized 

  

Jeans 

  

Chinese food 

  

Chopsticks 

  

Dairy Queen 

  

Chocolate 

  

 Milkshakes 

  

Slurp 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3/Active Reading 

Think Aloud 

 

Reading Tip/Motivation  

Similarities and differences òThe All-American Slurpó 

describes many similarities and differences between Chinese 

and American culture.  The narrator actually states some 

comparisons.  Others are hinted at through incidents and 

dialogue in the story.  As you read òThe All-American Slurp,ó 

keep a running list of the similarities and differences between 

Chinese and American culture.    

     

1. Before reading, explain that this story comes from an 

anthology, which guides the reader by underlining 

troublesome vocabulary, and provides footnoted 

definitions. 

2. Teacher will model Glossing method with the use of an 

overhead projector/transparency of the literature by 

underlining the title, pointing out significant vocabulary and 

definitions, making predictions, sharing analogies, and 

highlighting similarities and differences in Chinese and 

American culture. 

3. Students will be encouraged to use this method throughout 

the reading/each student will be provided with a copy of 

the literature for this exercise. 

4. When reading is complete students will develop a Venn 

diagram to analyze the similarities and differences in 

Chinese and American culture. 

 

  


