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Literary Analysis

TONE

Stories can express a writer’s tone, or attitude toward a subject. A tone can be established through one or more of the following

• characters’ thoughts, words, and actions

• the narrator’s description

• the order of events

Directions: In the chart, record examples of the characters’ thoughts, words, and actions that contribute to the humorous tone of “The All-American Slurp.” An example has been done for you.

	Thoughts
	Words
	Actions

	The narrator thinks the menus at the Lakeview Restaurant are so big that she almost has to stand to read it. 
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Literary Analysis, pages 27, 28

Responses will vary. Possible examples are provided.

	Thoughts
	Words
	Actions

	The narrator thinks the menus at the Lakeview Restaurant are so big that she almost has to stand to read it. 
	Mr. Lin says, “I shall have finished my project by Monday.”
	The Lins pull the strings from the celery. 

	She thinks that she  “died at least fifty times” from embarrassment at the restaurant.
	Mrs. Lin says to someone whose foot she has stepped on, “You’re welcome.”
	They pull chairs up to the buffet table.

	The narrator considers making the cubicle in the ladies’ room a permanent residence.
	Mrs. Lin tells the narrator, “You can’t go out in public like that! People can see all the way up to your thighs!”
	The narrator tricks her mother into buying her jeans.

	The narrator is horrified at the Gleason’s behavior while eating Chinese food.
	“A Chinese can eat anything a Frenchman can eat,” Father declared.
	The father translates the French menu with a French dictionary and a flashlight.

	She compares Mrs. Gleason’s food mixture to mixing concrete.
	After drinking her milkshake, Meg says, “All Americans slurp.”
	The waiter pours wine all over the customer because he is staring at the Lin family slurping their soup loudly.


